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MARKED IMPROVEMENT SEEN 
IN WOOD PRODUCTS INDUSTRY
MISSOULA—
Boosted by an improved national economy and an upswing in housing starts, 
Montana's wood products industry closed out 1983 in better shape than the 
industry has seen in several years, according to a University of Montana research 
officeo
The Bureau of Business and Economic Research recently released fourth-quarter 
information showing continued high levels of employment, wages and production in 
the industry,, The figures were somewhat lower than for the previous three months, 
but the year's total reflected dramatic improvement for the industry when compared 
to 1982o
Information on the state's wood products industry is gathered quarterly by 
the bureau in cooperation with the Montana Wood Products Association.
The increased number of housing starts, up 60 percent from 1982 levels, and 
an improved national economy in general, led to much higher production levels 
and employment at Montana's wood products plants.
Almost all types of plants within the industry— from sawmills to utility pole 
plants— operated at or above normal levels in 1983. And when compared to figures 
for 1982, there were drastic increases.
Lumber production was 1.2 billion board feet, up 42 percent from 1982. Plywood 
production increased 17 percent. And production wages totaled $107.7 million in 
1983, $27 million higher than in 1982. These wage figures refer only to production 
workers at mill sites and do not include the several thousand workers in logging, 
trucking and other related areas.
(more)
BBER— add one
The bureau noted that fourth-quarter information showed a slight decline 
in the number of plants operating at normal levels when compared to the previous 
quarter.
An average of 29 out of 35 plants surveyed operated at normal levels during 
the three months of the fourth quarter 1983. That compares to an average of 33 
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Product i 1 
(MMSF)'
January 5 3,5^2 $ 5,636 51* 37
February 5 3,1^9 5,077 1*9 36
March 5 3,2^7 5,646 61 i*3
April 12 3,813 6,492 67 1*5
May 12 14,021 6,9143 76 1*7
June Jl* 4,021 7,083 86 1*3
July 22 4,239 7,135 78 46
August 21 4,125 7,603 86 51
September 18 4,021 7,518 89 48
October 15 3,837 6,997 72 46
November 15 3,715 6 ,7 1 2 63 46




January 26 3,888 7,1465 78 50
February 29 14,178 7,1469 90 50
March 31 14,306 8,792 111 59
Apr i 1 29 14,387 8,1467 100 51*
May 31 14,6214 8,908 101 51*
June 32 14,779 9,738 117 57
July 3*» 14,868 9,31*2 99 37
August 33 14,902 9,991 118 58
September 33 14,826 9,790 114 51
October 31 14,672 9,130 96 52
November 28 4,564 9,11*9 99 52
December 28 14,562 9,1*86 88 52
Total -- 107,727 1 ,211 626
Source: University of Montana, Bureau of Business and Economic Research, Forest Industries
Information System, (Missoula, Montana, I98I4).
Note: The mills included in the survey account for approximately 90 percent of the total
production of the wood products industry in the state.
includes production workers at sawmills, plywood plants, pulp and board mills, and utility 
pole plants.
“Million board feet, lumber tally.
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Source: University of Montana, Bureau of Business
and Economic Research, Forest Industries Information 
System, (Missoula, Montana, 198A).
